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Office of Recommendations

• Highlighted Recommendations

• U.S. Ink Fire – R1 to OSHA
• Aghorn Operating Waterflood Station H2S Release

– R8 to OSHA
– R9 to RRC

• Donaldson Enterprises, Inc. Fatal Fireworks Disassembly 
Explosion and Fire – R11 to EPA

• West Fertilizer Explosion and Fire – R3 to EPA 



2

U.S. Ink Fire

CSB Rec No. 2013-01-I-NJ-R1 to OSHA:

Add NAICS Code 325910, Printing Ink Manufacturing, to the list 
of industries in the Combustible Dust National Emphasis 
Program (NEP).

• Oct. 9, 2012
• During start-up 
• New dust collection system
• combustible dust ignited
• 7 workers sustained burn 

injuries (3 were 3rd degree)
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OSHA implementation of R1:

Closed – Acceptable Action

• OSHA revised their Combustible 
Dust NEP on Jan. 23, 2023

• NAICS Code 325910 – Printing Ink 
Manufacturing was added to the 
revised NEP

U.S. Ink Fire
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Aghorn Operating Inc. Waterflood Station H2S Release 

CSB Rec No. 2020-01-I-TX-R8 to OSHA:

Issue a safety information product that addresses the 
requirements for protecting workers from hazardous air 
contaminants and from hazardous energy.

• Oct. 26, 2019
• Worker responds to a faulty pump 
• Pump came on (in auto)
• Water w/H2S was discharged
• 1 fatally injured worker 
• 1 fatally injured member of the 

public (worker’s spouse)
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OSHA implementation of R8:

Closed – Acceptable Action

• Jan. 13, 2023, OSHA published a 
FatalFacts guidance document

• “Hydrogen Sulfide Releases”
• Fully addressed the 

recommendations

Aghorn Operating Inc. Waterflood Station H2S Release
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CSB Rec No. 2020-01-I-TX-R9 to RRC:

Develop and send a Notice to Operators to all oil and gas operators 
that fall under the jurisdiction of the Railroad Commission of Texas 
describing the safety issues identified in the Aghorn report.

Closed – Acceptable Action

RRC implementation of R9:

Feb. 6, 2023, RRC distributed a
Notice to Operators that addressed all 
the requirements of the 
recommendation

Aghorn Operating Inc. Waterflood Station H2S Release
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CSB Rec No. 2011-06-I-HI-R11 to EPA:

Participate in the NFPA’s standard development process to 
develop guidance on the safe and environmentally sound 
disposal of fireworks.

• April 8, 2011
• Explosion and fire of seized 

fireworks inside a storage 
magazine

• 5 fatalities

Donaldson Enterprises, Inc. Fatal Fireworks Disassembly 
Explosion and Fire 
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EPA implementation of R11:

Closed – Acceptable Action

• EPA has participated in the 
development of the first edition Of 
NFPA 401 as a Principal Member of 
the committee since Nov. 30, 2016.

• NFPA is expected to release the 
Recommended Practice in the Fall 
2023.

Donaldson Enterprises, Inc. Fatal Fireworks Disassembly 
Explosion and Fire 
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CSB Rec No. 2013-02-I-TX-R3 to EPA:

Revise the Risk Management Plan rule to include fertilizer grade 
ammonium nitrate (FGAN) at an appropriate threshold quantity on the 
List of Regulated Substances.

• April 17, 2013
• FGAN at a fertilizer facility 

exploded
• 12 emergency responders & 3 

members of the public were fatally 
injured, 260+ injured

• damaged 150+ buildings

West Fertilizer Explosion and Fire
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EPA implementation of R3:

Open – Acceptable Response or Alternate Response

• Previously Closed - Unacceptable
• In EPA’s Aug. 31, 2022, FR notice 

focused on RMP, they discussed 
reviewing the list and targeted 
FGAN as a “priority chemical” to 
review.

• Feb. 7, 2023, EPA gave official 
notice of evaluating FGAN

West Fertilizer Explosion and Fire
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